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Board meetings are held on the 4th 

Monday of each month. 

Changes in the Board of Directors 

4th quarter, 2011 

Kathleen Roberts has requested to 

be moved to the Advisory 

Committee. 

THE NEWSLETTER LINKING THE GALVESTON SEAFARERS CENTER TO THE WORLD 

William T. McMullen Ph.D.  

The Galveston Seafarers Center board, chaplain and 
staff grieve the loss of our dear friend and long time 

board member, Bill McMullen.  

Bill lost his fight with cancer on January 5, 2012.  Our 
sincere condolences to his wife Peggy, daughter Karen 

and family.  

Also, our sincere condolences to the family of Mary Lou 
Bitner Kern who died peacefully January 4, 2012. A 

true friend of mariners and of the Galveston Seafarers 
Center.  

.Ï× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÙÏÕȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÆÉÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÏÒÔÈ×ÈÉÌÅ 

events for 2012.  Please plan to join us on May 19, for our fifth annual gala benefiting 

the Galveston Seafarers Center.  



Time for 

a little 

fun! 
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Christmas Across the Globe  

       Seafarers, no matter where 
they are on the earth, are well 
aware of certain dates on the cal-
endar.  Their wedding anniversa-
ries, birthdays of their children, 
graduations, weddings, and so 
many more events come and go as 
they sail the seas.  In December 
their eyes are on December 25th 
wondering and calculating 
whether or not they will be at sea 
or in port on that day.  It is in De-
cember that we, at the Seafarers 
Center, begin to bring the Christ-
mas gifts aboard the ships that 
will be at sea during the holy days 
of Christmas. 

      Even for the seafarers who are 
not Christian, arriving in any port 
in the U.S. or Canada during De-
cember means the strong possibil-
ity of receiving a gift from the Sea-
farers Centers.   This has been my 
26th year in delivering Christmas 
gifts to the ships and it never gets 
old.  I love the smiles and excite-
ment in their faces when they see 
me unloading the back of the van 
with bright colored wrapped 
boxes.  It is the only gift they get 
for Christmas.  And, if you think 
about it, if in all the years they sail 
they only come into a port where 
gifts are given just once, it is the 
only Christmas gift they will ever 
receive. 

     7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÇÉÆÔÓȩ  4ÒÅÁÓȤ
ures! Sure there are the usual toi-
letry items but as each person 
packs the box they begin to think 
of the person who will receive 
their gift.  That is when the special 
things get added. 

      Gifts went aboard the ships all 
during December including 
Christmas Eve morning.  On that 

day I was joined on the docks by 
my daughter, Angie, and Valerie 
Laubacher from the Maximilian 
Kolbe fraternity of the Secular 
Franciscan Order.  The three of us 
delivered gifts and home baked 
goodies to six vessels.  We re-
ceived in exchange over 200 
smiles! 

     Besides giving out the gifts do-
nated by many church groups, 
families, schools and individuals, I 
also send out Christmas cards and 
Hanukkah cards to seafarers on 
my mailing list.  This year I sent 
97 Christmas cards to seafarers in 
a dozen countries and Hanukkah 
cards to seafarers in Israel.  Some 
of these seafarers I have been cor-
responding with for over 20 years!  
God is good.  He gave us His Son 
to live among us and bless us and 

He gave us each other to find 
Him in the hearts and souls of 
those we meet. 

Chaplain Parsons 

Pictured above from left to right:  Valerie Laubacher, Chaplain 

Karen Parsons and the crew from the Bow Clipper. 

Thank you Michael Culpepper, 

owner of Nautical Antiques, 

Board Member and webmaster 

for the Seafarers Center.  We ap-

preciate everything you do in 

support of our organization! 
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CHRISTMAS 2011 

/ÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÎÔÁȭÓ ÈÅÌÐÅÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ 'ÁÌÖÅÓÔÏÎ 3ÅÁÆÁÒÅÒÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ %ÖÅ 
dinner for more than 80 seafarers and many guests.  Thanks to Leroy Naschke, Sherry Villere and Pat 
Bumpus for providing goods and services and Rev. Barrett Ingram, Shannon Bieritz and a few elves who 
choose to remain anonymous for shopping, schlepping, cooking, slicing, dicing, heating, serving and 
manning clean up to create a festive dinner for all. 

The crew of the Carnival Triumph expressed their gratitude to Galveston/Houston community, 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓȟ ÓÈÉÐÐÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅÓ 'ÁÌÖÅÓÔÏÎ 3ÅÁÆÁÒÅÒÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ȬÈÏÍÅ Á×ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÈÏÍÅȭ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢ      Wendy Majewski 

! ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ Ȭ4ÈÁÎËÓȭ ÔÏ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ !ÎÎ ÁÎÄ *ÉÍÍÙ #ÈÏÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÁÆÁÒÅÒÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒ 
again this year.  They do an outstanding job to create a warm and friendly atmosphere for those 
who spend the Christmas season away from home and loved ones.  GREAT JOB! 

Sea Scout Santas 

A new group of elves appeared at the 
Center this year bearing beautifully 
wrapped Christmas gifts, to be dis-
tributed to crew members onboard  
ships over the holiday weekend. 

The group was given a tour of the 
facility and an opportunity to play a 
friendly game of pool.    

Ed Carrette and Rosemary Doolin, 
Scout masters have expressed an in-
terest in partnering with us to create 
a service project which will be 
planned and executed, start to finish, 
by the Sea Scouts Ship 45. 

As part of the Boy Scouts of America Venturing Program, Sea Scouts provide on the water adventures and 
training for young men and women 14-21 years of age.  In addition they have an award program equivalent 
to that of the Eagle Scout called the Quartermaster program.  We are excited about this opportunity and 
looking forward to another improvement to the Center, for our visitors.  Thank you Sea Scouts Ship 45. 

 



Above: Seafarers Center van loaded with gifts for dis-
tribution onboard ships visiting Galveston during the 

Christmas season.  

Right top:  Crew from M/V Vage Paul,  

Angie Lai, Valerie Laubacher and crew  onboard 
M/V Century Queen.  

And below, gifts  being carried up the gangways 
on the Apollo and the Bow Clipper.  
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